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♦■GEIJBIMni-MJOTES.* 



The Relationship of Christianity to Judaism. — Christianity, in fact, so far 
from being the result or synthesis of all previous religions, or of many pre- 
vious religions, was in immediate and intimate historical connection with 
only two religious developments of thought — one Semitic and the other 
Aryan— the Hebrew and the Hellenistic, the Jewish and the Grecian. Its 
primary and fundamental relationship was with the former. It assumed the 
religion of Israel as its basis. It professed to be the fulfillment of the law and 
the prophets, to have done away with whatever was imperfect in them, to have 
retained whatever they included of permanent value, and to be the full corn in 
the ear of every seed of truth sown, and of every blade of promise developed in 
them. The more thoroughly we investigate this claim the more we shall become 
impressed with its justice. There is not a prominent doctrine of the Bible of 
-which such propositions as these may not be laid down, — namely, that it was 
evelved from simple facts or statements of a rudimentary or germinal kind; that 
the course of its development was gradual, closely associated with the history of 
events, and through a succession of stages, in each of which the doctrine was 
extended and enriched; that this course was throughout one of progress, con- 
stantly unfolding into greater clearness and comprehensiveness; that the evolu- 
tion was imperfect before the New Testament era; and that the New Testament 
fulfillment actually gave to the doctrine developed the self-consistency of com- 
pleteness, so that it thereafter only required to be apprehended and applied. 
These affirmations may almost be regarded as laws of the important science of 
Biblical theology, because they hold true of all Biblical doctrines. Judaism and 
Christianity are connected by all the traths of both, and by all the threads or 
strands of the history of these truths. Judaism brought nothing to maturity; 
but the whole religion of Israel was a prophecy of Christianity. This can only 
be fully established and exhibited by the entire science of Biblical theology. 
But the most cursory survey of the authoritative records of the Jewish and Chris- 
tian religions is sufficient to show us that the connection of Judaism and Chris- 
tianity was very peculiar and very wonderful. 

The latest portions of the Old Testament appeared generations before the 
birth of Christ, — its earliest portions belong to an unknown antiquity, — its inter- 
vening portions were written at intervals, through many centuries, by a multitude 
of authors, of every condition in life from prince to peasant, in every form of 
composition, and on a vast variety of subjects; yet the collective result is a sys- 
tem of marvellous unity, self-consistency, and comprehensiveness. It is at the 
same time a system which is not self-centred and self-contained, but one of 
which all the parts contribute, each in its place, to raise, sustain, and guide faith 
in the coming of a mysterious and mighty Saviour, — a perfect prophet, perfect 
priest, and perfect king, such as Christ alone of all men can be supposed to have 
been. This broad general fact — this vast and strange correlation or correspond- 
ence — cannot be in the least affected by any questions of "the higher criticism" 
as to the authorship, time of origination, and mode of composition, of the various 
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books of the Old Testament: by the questions, for example, which have been 
raised as to whether Moses wrote the Pentateuch; whether its first book has been 
made up of a number of older documents; whether its legislation consists of 
various deposits or strata; whether the book of Deuteronomy is the work of 
Jeremiah; whether there was an earlier or a later Isaiah; whether the book of 
Zechariah is the work of several writers; whether Daniel was composed by the 
prophet whose name it bears or by a later' author. Answer all these questions in 
the way which the boldest and most rationalistic criticism of Germany or Hol- 
land ventures to suggest, — accept on every properly critical question the conclu- 
sion of the most advanced critical schools, — and what will follow ? Merely this, 
that those who do so will have, in various respects, to alter their views as to the 
manner and method in which the ideal of the Messiah's person, work, and king- 
dom was, point by point, line by line, evolved and elaborated. There will not, 
however, be a single Messianic word or sentence, not a single Messianic line or 
feature, the fewer in the Old Testament Scriptures. The whole religion of Israel 
will just as much as before be pervaded by a Messianic ideal; and that Messianic 
ideal, however differently it may be supposed to have been developed, will be 
absolutely the same as before, — an ideal which can only be pretended to have 
been realized in Christ, and which may reasonably be maintained to have been 
completely fulfilled, and far more fulfilled in Him. 

Such is the connection between Judaism and Christianity. It is a relation- 
ship which is not only remarkable, but unique. Comparative theology cannot 
show a second instance of it in the religious history of humanity. Brahmanism 
was, indeed, a development of the Vedic religion; but no person has ever re- 
garded it as a fulfillment of the Vedic religion. Buddhism was an offshoot of 
Brahmanism; but instead of being the completion of Brahmanism, it was an 
essentially antagonistic religion. The religion of Israel and the Christian religion 
are the only two faiths in the world which have been historically related as 
prophecy to fulfillment, hope to substance. — Bobert Flint in "The Faiths of the 
World." 



PREPOSITIONS OF THE VEEBS MEANING TO BELIEVE OR TRUST. 

By Prof. F. B. Denio, 

Congregational Theological Seminary, Bang-or, Me. 



The various prepositions used after the Hebrew verbs signifying to trust arouse 
inquiry regarding their influence on the verbs and prepositions of the Greek Test- 
ament. Were the non-classical uses of irioTevew and «$• or «rf communicated 
through the Septuagint from the Hebrew Bible? An investigation developed the 
following facts : 

There are four verbs which are the important Hebrew verbs translated believe, 
trust or rely : these are ]%&), pO#fl, J7DI7 and CTD3- 

ttftW literally means to lean. Prom this rises the tropical meaning to rely. This 
verb is used in the tropical sense fourteen times with a preposition. In twelve 
instances, the preposition is ^ and therefore corresponds to the literal meaning of 



